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COMMEMORATING THE GRAND 

OPENING OF THE MILAN ’54 HOO-
SIERS MUSEUM 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 6, 2013 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the grand opening of the new 
Milan ’54 Hoosiers Museum in Milan, Indiana. 
On a cold March night in 1954, the Milan High 
School boy’s basketball team captured the 
state boy’s basketball title, defeating an oppo-
nent from a school roughly ten times its size. 
In doing so, this tiny school secured its place 
in Hoosier sports history. The movie Hoosiers 
shared their story with the world thirty-four 
years later and captured the imagination of a 
nation. 

The museum in Milan will be an asset for 
the community and honor the memories of its 
coaches and players. The Milan Indians 
proved that heart matters more than size and 
that hard work, determination, and persever-
ance can overcome seemingly insurmountable 
odds. They achieved greatness that should 
serve as an example for us all. I am proud to 
represent Milan in Congress and share the in-
spirational story that brings pride to all Hoo-
siers. 
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TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ 
HAMILTON 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 6, 2013 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a loyal South Carolina State Uni-
versity bulldog, who dedicated his entire ca-
reer to his alma mater. Mr. William ‘‘Bill’’ Ham-
ilton is retiring after forty years of service as 
the SC State Sports Information Director, and 
his presence and leadership will be sorely 
missed. 

Bill Hamilton was born in Baltimore, Mary-
land, but grew up in Chesterfield, South Caro-
lina. There he attended public schools and 
graduated from the former Gary High School. 

As an African American growing up in the 
deep South just as integration was beginning 
to take hold, Bill chose to attend South Caro-
lina’s only publicly supported historically black 
college. He graduated from South Carolina 
State College (SCSU) in 1973 with a bach-
elor’s degree in English Language and Lit-
erature. He went on to earn a Master of Edu-
cation degree from SC State in 1979, and did 
further study at New York University. 

Just two months after his 1973 graduation, 
Bill joined SC State as its first full-time sports 
information director. He holds the distinction of 
being the only person to hold that position in 
the history of the college. 

Bill has earned numerous professional and 
civic awards during a long and distinguished 
career. Most recently he received the 2013 
College Sports Information Directors of Amer-
ica (CoSIDA) Lifetime Achievement Award. He 
has also been the recipient of CoSIDA’s Bob 
Kenworthy Community Service Award (1998), 
the CoSIDA 25-Year Service Award (1998), 
the CoSIDA Trailblazer Award (2005) and the 
CoSIDA Arch Ward Award (2009). 

Other awards include the All-American Foot-
ball Foundation Scoop Hudgins Outstanding 
SID Award (2005), the BCSIDA Cal Jacox- 
Champ Clark Outstanding SID Award (1989), 
and the Herm Helms Media Excellence Award 
(2012). 

Hamilton was inducted into the CoSIDA Hall 
of Fame in 2009. He is also enshrined in the 
MEAC Hall of Fame (2009), the SCSU Phys-
ical Education Hall of Fame (2011) and the 
SCSU Athletic Hall of Fame (2002). 

In addition, he was named Staff Employee 
of the Year at SC State in 1999 and also in-
ducted into the Quarter Century Club. He was 
selected as a NAFEO (National Association 
for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education) 
Distinguished Alumnus (2006), and appeared 
as a Stellar Alumnus on the SC State National 
Alumni Association’s 2010 calendar. He is a 
Life Member of the Greater Orangeburg Alum-
ni Chapter of SCSU. 

A member of a number of professional and 
civic organizations, Hamilton is actively in-
volved in the sports industry and his commu-
nity. He is a longtime pollster for the Sheridan 
Broadcasting Network (SBN) and The Sports 
Network, and served on the NCAA Final Four 
Media Coordination Committee nine years 
(1999–2007). He is the former chairman of the 
Orangeburg Attention Homes, Inc., a former 
board member and local chapter president of 
the Alston Wilkes Society, and currently a 
board member of the SC State Employees As-
sociation and president of the Orangeburg 
Chapter of SCSEA. 

In addition, he is a life member of Kappa 
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. and was named the 
fraternity’s ‘‘Kappa Man of the Year’’ in 2000. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating Bill Hamilton for 
his 40 years of distinguished service as South 
Carolina State University’s Sports Information 
Director. His commitment to his alma mater 
and his profession are exemplary, and his 
contributions are incalculable. His retirement is 
well-deserved and I wish him all the best in 
this new phase of his life. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 109TH BIRTH-
DAY OF MR. ROOSEVELT LEE, 
SR. OF KOSCIUSKO, MS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 6, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Mr. Roosevelt 
Lee, Sr. of Kosciusko, MS as a father, hus-
band and agricultural entrepreneur in recogni-
tion of his 109th birthday. Born October 23, 
1902 to Mr. Tom Lee and Mrs. Mary Young 
Lee, Roosevelt is the eldest and last surviving 
of nine siblings, all of which he helped his fa-
ther care for. Mr. Lee is the father of eighteen 
(18) children, grandfather to sixty (60) grand-
children, and great-grandfather to more than 
fifty (50) great-grandchildren. 

During a period when educational resources 
for African Americans were scarce, Mr. Lee 
managed to receive a third grade education 
which was offered out of a local church in 
Kosciusko, where he is a native. At a very 
young age Mr. Lee committed his time and tal-
ent to working to help support his family; he 
worked as a farmer, mechanic, and raiser of 
cattle and other livestock. 

He is a devoted Christian and passionate 
steward of the Lord. He was a member of the 
Mount Ollie Missionary Baptist Church in Kos-
ciusko, MS for 67 years where he actively 
served as Sunday school superintendent, 
treasurer, head deacon, treasurer, and trustee. 
Currently, he is a member of the Bell Grove 
Missionary Baptist Church of Clarksdale and 
has been for the past eight years. 

Mr. Lee is a member of the Sir Knight Ma-
sons of Clarksdale, MS. He has selflessly de-
voted his time to helping other local farmers 
maintain and repair their farming equipment 
and vehicles. Mr. Lee’s work ethic and com-
mitment to providing for his family has allowed 
his family to keep its farm for 81 years. He 
was a producer of cotton, corn, soybeans and 
a number of other crops. 

In October of 2007, Mayor Henry Epsy of 
Clarksdale, Mississippi, declared October 27th 
as Roosevelt Lee, Sr. Day. At the seasoned 
age of 109, Mr. Lee does not suffer from com-
monly prominent illnesses such as high blood 
pressure, cholesterol, heart issues or diabetes. 
He enjoys boxing, wrestling, and he has a 
passion for the game of checkers. He has fre-
quented many U.S. cities such as Chicago, St. 
Louis, California, Atlanta and a host of other 
U.S. cities and states. 

Mr. Lee truly believes that his commitment 
to Christ has sustained him throughout his life. 
He believes that if you serve the Lord and do 
the right thing, regardless of what the next 
person does, God will bless you. He is a true 
example of the wondrous works of the Lord 
and what it means to be a provider for your 
family. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in celebrating a true champion of life, Mr. 
Roosevelt Lee, Sr., for his tenacity and zeal-
ous work as a farmer, father and fine Amer-
ican. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 6, 2013 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, due to a 
death in the family, I was unable to cast the 
following votes. If I had been present, I would 
have voted as follows: 

Rollcall vote 161, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’; 
rollcall vote 162, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’; 
rollcall vote 163, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’; 
rollcall vote 164, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’; 
rollcall vote 165, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’; 
rollcall vote 166, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’; 
rollcall vote 167, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’; 
rollcall vote 168, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’; 
rollcall vote 169, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’; 
rollcall vote 170, I would have voted ‘‘no’’; roll-
call vote 171, I would have voted ‘‘no’’; rollcall 
vote 172, I would have voted ‘‘no’’; rollcall vote 
173, I would have voted ‘‘no’’; rollcall vote 
174, I would have voted ‘‘no’’; rollcall vote 
175, I would have voted ‘‘no’’; rollcall vote 
176, I would have voted ‘‘no’’; rollcall vote 
177, I would have voted ‘‘no’’; rollcall vote 
178, I would have voted ‘‘no’’; rollcall vote 
179, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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